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Civil Discourse Resources and Guidance for Educators

The challenge for each educator is to ensure that all students develop into citizens that are
capable of critical thinking and can engage respectfully in dialogue and debate. Educators know
that peaceful and intellectual discourse are essential for the success of a democracy. Indiana
Department of Education (IDOE) supports educators as they intentionally respond to events in the
news. IDOE recognizes the ever-changing needs of classroom instruction and student well-being
that arise from such events. This guide is meant to serve educators as you facilitate conversations
with students.

Recommendations for Civil Discourse

Seek guidance from school administration first.

Ask about your school corporation’s position about the events.

Connect to Indiana Academic Standards'.

Develop a plan with grade level colleagues or Professional Learning Communities (PLCs).
Utilize educators in your building to facilitate discussions.

Be mindful of your personal opinions in conversations and on social media.

Utilize Indiana Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Competencies'.

Anticipated Teacher Questions to Leadership

e How do | engage in discourse about current events without risking my job?

e Should | and how do | communicate with families that discussions were held in class? What do |
do if families are angry or upset?

e What sources are unbiased and reliable to cite when sharing information with students?

e Whenis it appropriate to address current events during the school day?

Teaching Strategies

Base conversations on texts, images, and objective sources to answer student questions.

Interruptor Phrases: shorter responses to alleviate in-the-moment, harmful student comments.
e "Please consider the impact of what you are saying.”
e ‘“Hold on. | need to process what you are saying.”
e Difficult Dialogues?

Using Zoom Breakout Rooms: create rooms based on how students feel, what they want, or feel
capable of talking about. (adapted from Beyond the Stoplight)
e Room 1 - for students who do not want to discuss the events right now and want to work
independently on “regular” classroom content.
e Room 2 - for students who want to process the events with a partner with guiding questions.
e Room 3 - for students who have questions and want to process with you.
e Room 4 - for students who want to independently journal to process the events with some
guiding questions.
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https://www.doe.in.gov/standards
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/sebw/sel-competencies-final.pdf
https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/difficult-dialogues/
https://beyondthestoplight.com/2021/01/06/resources-for-teachers-on-the-days-after-the-attack-on-the-u-s-capitol/

Anticipated Student Questions - Elementary

What happened and why did it happen?

Why are people so upset?

How do decisions made in our countrye How does our government worke (Separation of
Powers Lessons?)

What is the Constitution and how is the Constitution involved?

Am | safe2 Do | need to be worried?

Discussion Questions - Elementary

Consider: Encourage students to share and ask questions. Use texts that provide age-appropriate
information, ensure students feel safe, secure, and protected.

Show images of current events and ask “What do you see?2” “What is happening” *How do
you feel2” “What questions do you have?2”

What thoughts and feelings do you have?

Why do you think this happened?

What do you think this means for our country?

How can we unite people in our country? How do we find the good?

What can you do if you disagree with someone or a decisione How could you voice your
opinion in a way that is helpful?

How do we find truth? How do we distinguish between truth and rumor?

How can you say you do not like something without using violence towards others or objectse

Question stems for Asking Questions as News Unfolds*

Anticipated Student Questions - Secondary

What was the timeline of the events that occured?2 What groups or factions were involved?
To what extent, if any, was the state and federal government involved?

What was the goal of the actions? What are alternatives that deliver the same resultse
How do we determine “fake news"?¢

What can | do about this situatione

How do | share my opinion in a positive and respectful manner?

What is civil disobedience?

Discussion Questions - Secondary

Consider: Use text (writing, images, and/or music) as a means to circle conversations back to the
discussion.

What is happening in the texte Who are the actorse®

Who in the text has powere How can you tell?

Do you think this text will surprise readers2 Why<e

Is there unfairness or injustice in the text?

How can you relate this text to your own experience or community?

Other questions:

What information have you heard about the recent eventse®

What questions should you consider before sharing news on social media?
How do we know what sources of information to trust and find reliable?
What is interesting or helpful about a certain point of view?2?

Updated January 2021


https://constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/lesson-plans/separation-of-powers
https://constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/lesson-plans/separation-of-powers
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hg1UrzZy7h06z2yAuNQVsHkLdG-lfDX5T8b1phJhYw4/edit

Social Emotional Learning (SEL)

SEL is an integral part of education and youth development. Insight and connection can be
specifically tied to civil discourse lessons and conversations.

Insight: is the ability to know your emotions and
how they affect your thoughts and actions.

2A. (page 22)' Students identify a wide range
of emotions.

Strategies:

e Encourage students to draw their emotions
using words or pictures.

e Practice using language such as “| feel”
rather than "l am” when expressing
emotions.

e Create orreference existing feelings or
emotional vocabulary word walls to identify
how the events are making them feel.

Consider reading the following books to
reinforce emotional awareness, empathy,
connection, cultural responsiveness, and
collaboration:

Grades K-4

Feelings by Aliki

I'm Mad Dealing With Feelings by Elizabeth Crary
One by Kathryn Otoshi

Two by Kathryn Otoshi

The Pinkish, Purplish, Bluish Egg by Bill Peet
Those Shoes by Maribeth Boelts

Grades 5-12

Are You There God? It's Me Margaret by Judy
Blume

Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White

Crazy Lady! by Jane Leslie Conly

Sounder by William Armstrong

Great-Uncle Albert Forgets by Ben Schecter
The Gift by Aliana Brodmann

The Gift of the Magi by O. Henry

Connection: refers to the ability to have strong
social awareness, giving students the ability to
take the perspectives of others, and
empathize with people of diverse
backgrounds and cultures.

5A. (page 46)' Students treat others fairly and
respectfully, is able to see multiple
perspectives and is open-minded.

5B. (page 48)' Students demonstrate care and
concern for other.

Strategies:

e Help students learn the importance of
various perspectives or use the three
specific strategies outlined in this article ™.

e Teach students about "-messages"’® and
practice when and how to use them;
model the use of "l-messages” as often as
possible.

e Complete the lesson plan “Perspective
Taking” from IDOE’s SEL Lesson plans' on
page 39 (geared towards grades 3-5).

e How can you be a Changemaker?
Changemakers use peaceful means to
bring about changes big and small.

Thinking about current events ask students to
consider the following questions:

e What was the problem they were trying to
solve?

e Who was involved or affected?

e Why was it hard to solve the problem?

e |dentify what was disruptive and how it
could have been done peacefully.

e Whatis something you feel passionate
about and want to be a Changemaker?e

SEL Extension Activities

Building Empathy Toolkit
Core Emotions List
Sara Ahmed's "What's in the News'" Activity

Updated January 2021


https://www.edutopia.org/blog/perspective-game-changer-in-classroom-lori-desautels
https://selspace.ca/modules/effective-communication/effective-communication-junior/i-messages/
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/sebw/sel-lesson-plans-pk-12-final-attachments.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-n7nVL6rhLTreshYPCwVMjd16c2Nqo83/view
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/rise/MentalHealth/DTL-Read-Along-Workbook-v223.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ObqZQIoHl5kMl8oa7vYAitAozWloAhucslHo1Yff9eg/edit?fbclid=IwAR1ncJk04N63esQTTLj5nheowc4vmIg1336f_9WEOeKwphMfC-18OLw1m3c#slide=id.gab82185195_0_5
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/sebw/sel-competencies-final.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/sebw/sel-competencies-final.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sebw

Resources

Being Intentional about Discourse, Discussion, and Dialogue
o let'sTalk?
Civil Discourse in the Classroom - Moderating a Discussion °

Stanford University Read Like a Historian’
Discussing Tragic Events in the News?
Seven Ways to Teach Civil Discourse’
Difficult Dialogues?
e When Controversy Hits Your Community'©
Civics Support
e Separation of Powers®
e Indiana Department of Education Civics Education Resources'
e Resources for Teachers'!
e ABA Teacher Portal'?

Content Support
e Indiana Academic Standards!

e |IDOE Social Studies Standards!
e Teaching Strategies with Elementary in Mind?®

Considering Sources and Misinformation
e Fact or Fiction? How Can Students Sort Misinformation?2'3

e ‘“Teaching Kids Media Smarts During Breaking News" 12
Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Support

e |DOE SEL Competencies'
IDOE SEL Toolkit!

|-Messages'?
Helping Kids Navigate Scary News Stories!®

How to Support Students with Trauma'é
How to Talk to Kids About Difficult Subjects'?

. Indiana Department of Education

. Vanderbilt University Center for Teaching
. National Constitution Center

. Twitter

. Teaching Tolerance

. Facing History in Ourselves

. Stanford University

. Morningside Center

. The Conversation

10. Edutopia

11. Indiana University Center on Representative Government
12. American Bar Association

13. SEL Space

14. Public Broadcasting System (PBS)

15. Common Sense Media

15. Education Elements

Questions can be directed to IDOE here.
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https://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/2019-12/TT-Lets-Talk-December-2019.pdf
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/civil-discourse-in-the-classroom/chapter-3-talk-it-over/moderating-a
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons
https://www.morningsidecenter.org/teachable-moment/lessons/discussing-tragic-events-news
https://theconversation.com/7-ways-to-teach-civil-discourse-to-students-105724
https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/difficult-dialogues/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/when-controversy-hits-your-community
https://constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/lesson-plans/separation-of-powers
https://www.doe.in.gov/standards/civics-education
https://corg.iu.edu/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/resources/teacher_portal/
https://www.doe.in.gov/standards
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/social-studies-literacy-updated-march-2020.pdf
https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/teaching-strategies
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/daily-videos/fact-or-fiction-how-can-students-sort-through-the-misinformation/
https://amp.commonsense.org/blog/5f4cdfe2-2481-4c00-ad92-ab1be2729ed2
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/sebw/sel-competencies-final.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/sebw/sel-toolkit-final-updated-cover.pdf
https://selspace.ca/modules/effective-communication/effective-communication-junior/i-messages/
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/helping-kids-navigate-scary-news-stories?utm_campaign=currentevents_2021&utm_content=1609974015&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR3_IYXRcjzDFxn-qgn3OOMauNYvV3c1IAyLPUIc1qDN0ydIawcSnbMRyX8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1WHBUZmCiBk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/how-to-talk-to-kids-about-difficult-subjects
https://www.doe.in.gov/idoe/contact-indiana-department-education

